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fight in the war like his brother, Salman. Mohammad
was very bright and full of motivation. His brother
had a small laboratory on the roof of their house,
where he studied Chemistry. Mohammad’s exemplary
talent, promised him a bright future in the sciences.
However, the Iragi Baath regime’s invasion took this
opportunity away from him.

For years, his father, Asadollah, had read the verses
of the Qur’an to him, describing the believers who
sacrificed their lives to defend the truth and justice.
Standing up to oppression and defending those who
were oppressed and the innocent were Mohammad’s
aspirations. He wanted to use his education in the
path of religion.

Without doubt, sending one’s son to the war fronts
is among the most difficult things for a mother and
definitely that had been the case for Mrs. Saba
Babaei. However, one could perhaps imagine that
due to Mrs. Babaei’s successfully proceeding on
the path of getting beyond the many things she
loved, such difficult and impossible task before her
had already turned possible. So she gave her son
a haircut herself, she prayed for him and she sent
him off to the war to deactivate the landmines that
the Ba’athists had planted in Iran like cowards. It
was during one of these operations that a bullet
struck his young skull and took his heroic spirit
to the heavens.

Let’s come back to Tehran’s Behesht-e Zahra Ceme-
tery. Use yourimagination to come closer. Watch this
woman from Japan carefully. She didn’t stop moving
after the war. She didn’t stop, because whenever she
remembered the victims of the atomic bombings in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, she’d see those who were
left injured by the chemical bombings in the city of

Sardasht in Iran. Innocent Iranian men and wom-

en were injured by the chemical bombs Iraqi Baath
regime used. Koniko, or Saba, the only Japanese
mother whose son was martyred in Iran, stood at
the meeting point of two lands, a common but bitter
point shared by the two countries. Until the last day
of her life, she spoke, wrote, translated, and drew
pictures to explain the injustices that were imposed
upon these two countries. She never stopped fighting.
The late Saba Babaei, mother of martyr Mohammad
Babaei, died in a hospital in Tehran on Friday, July 1,
2022, due to respiratory failure. Her grave is located in
section 45 of the Behesht-e Zahra Cemetery, a place
that’s reserved for the parents of martyrs.

Hamid Hessam, a distinguished Iranian author, went
to her. For seven years, he listened closely to her
memories and followed her memories every step
of the way until he was able to write a biography
about her life. The book /mmigrant from the Land
of the Sun, published by Soor-e Mehr, is an excerpt
from Saba Babaei’s life. The quotations referred to in
this article were all taken from this book. Ayatollah
Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, in
praising this book has stated, “It was truly interesting
to read and learn from the adventurous, enthralling
story of this brave woman, which was written with
Hamid Hessam’s fluent, articulate style. | had visited
this esteemed woman and her honorable husband
many years ago in their home. My memory of that
visit will remain with me forever. | did not know the
greatness of this husband and wife who were filled
with faith, truthfulness and generosity at that time
as | do now after reading this book. It was only their
dear martyr who was like a brilliant jewel that had
attracted me. May God send His mercy and blessings
upon the deceased and those who are still with us

from this family.” ¢



But the way Mr. Babaei explained it to me was that,
‘Bowing and prostrating before the Creator of the
universe is a way of showing gratitude for the blessings
the Creator has bestowed upon us in all affairs. All
human beings have been created [by God], and it is
not right to bow to people who have not bestowed
these blessings on us and who are themselves God's
creatures. *” This is what caused the young Koniko to
start moving on a new spiritual path. In the Islam-
ic literature, such movement is called hijrah, which
literally means migration and movement.

Koniko and her small family left a country that wor-
shipped Buddha in its Shinto temple and moved to
Iran. She learned how to pray, how to understand
God’s words in His book, the Qur’an, and how to apply
these words to her life. Koniko became familiar with
these concepts at an important, breathtaking time in
Iran. It was the time of Imam Khomeini’s uprising
against the existing monarchy. He was backed by
the people who were tired of the torture, poverty,
discrimination, murders, corruption and oppression
of the Shah’s family. They wanted an Islamic gov-
ernment that was with the people and was based
on justice, morality and humanity.

From 1964 to 1979, Koniko’s small family worked
alongside Imam Khomeini’s popular movement. They
fought, shouted slogans and stood by the rest of the
Iranian population until their dream of achieving an
Islamic Revolution in Iran turned into reality. This is
how she used to talk with her family about the ups
and downs that she had experienced, “For my husband
and children, | made comparisons between the political
situation in Japan after the bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki with the situation in Iran. | told them that
the American advisors are watching over the Shah’s

army today and ordering them around in the same
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way that they’ve been ordering our people around
since World War Il.” These experiences and sympathies
among the people finally resulted in the joyous victory
of the Revolution. This is how Koniko describes this
joy, “I was not Iranian. | had come from the Far East,
from the Land of the Shining Sun. However, it was
here that | regained the pride that had been broken
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, thousands of kilometers
away from my homeland.” Koniko Yamamura had an
Iranian identity in Iran now, Saba Babaei.

Saba met with Imam Khomeini alongside the rest of
the people. This is what she says about that meeting,
“Our race was such that, unlike Iranians, we didn’t get
emotional when narrating something. But that day,
| had tears in my eyes as | told my husband about
Imam Khomeini. | said | wanted to be one of the
guards who stood in front of the Imam, so that if the
Savakis started to shoot, their bullets would hit me!”
The Iranian people were still celebrating the victory
of their Revolution — their great dream — when a
bigger enemy arrived. The Iragi Baath regime, led
by Saddam Hussein, attacked Iran with the direct
support of the United States. Once again, Saba saw
the American bombs in the sky above her head. This
time though, she remembered her previous experi-
ence and knew that surrendering would not solve
anything. So, she decided to take action. Along with
other courageous Iranian women, she supported the
fronts. She participated in defending the country with
her drawings and posters and by joining the activities
in the local mosque to help the soldiers. She even
gave the white bedsheets in her home for bandaging
the wounds of the injured.

So she instilled a passion to fight on the path for jus-
tice, the truth and defending their country and nation.

Saba’s teenage son, Mohammad Babaei, wanted to go



first take a trip to Ashiya, to the fertile land and lush
green mountains that watched Koniko’s childhood.
Koniko Yamamura was born on January 10, 1939. That
is the exact year that marked the beginning of World
War Il. Like all the other people of her country, her
life was tied to this war. During her childhood, she
had learnt that she needed to pull her fabric-woven
hat tightly over her head whenever she heard the
sound of American missiles. As she described, “It was
a hat that was made of fabric, and inside it had a
cotton lining, so that in the event of an explosion,
it would prevent stones, pieces of wood and other
objects from striking her head and face.” However,
this hat was no match for the 325 B9 bombers of the
US Army, which razed Tokyo to the ground. When
“Little Boy” and “Fat Man” - the two US atomic
bombs - dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, not
even a steel helmet was able to withstand the atomic
explosion that had the power of thousands of tons
of TNT. It seemed as though the girl from the Land
of the Sun, sadly saw the sun twice in her country’s
sky on the day of the American attack using atomic
bombs. The time then came to watch the US sol-
diers walking on Japanese soil, sweeping the ashes
of those who had been killed by the explosions, and
suggesting prostitution to Japanese girls.

When we view the story from here, we see that our
little Japanese girl’s, Koniko’s, existence was filled with
hatred toward war. So what happened that caused
her to become a supporting force behind a different
battle years later? What is it that caused her to allow
her sons to fight in the front lines of another war?
Asadollah Babaei was a young, religious, Iranian busi-
nessman whom God placed in 21-year-old Koniko’s
path. The first time Koniko saw Mr. Babaei, he was

standingin prayer, performing salat. What Mrs. Koniko
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Yamamura herself said in describing this was that an

attraction like love at first sight was created in her
heart at that moment. But there was something else
too in what she saw that absorbed young Koniko's
mind and heart. That which absorbed her thinking
was the Muslim prayer. Bowing to a person, people
and things was something common in the Japanese,
Shinto culture. But that which had strongly grasped
the attention of young Koniko's heart and mind was
that there was no person or object in front of this
Muslim man, Mr. Babaei. Mrs. Yamamura spoke about
this subject later, "I remember | asked Mr. Babaei
about the philosophy of salat or Islamic daily prayer
one day. In answering my question, he spoke about
talking to God and how we can communicate with the
Creator of the universe. This is what he said, ‘Prayer
means God’s creature talking with the one and only
Creator.” For me who believed in many gods according
to the Shintoism, this was something new. When we

wanted to respect someone, we would bow to them.




Rising Sun: A look at

the life of Saba Babaei

(Koniko Yamamura)

Imagine Tehran’s Behesht-e Zahra Cemetery. It is a
vast plain with many trees in every corner that are
casting their shadows on the graves. There’s a sec-
tion in this cemetery that is different from the rest
of it. Therein lies the graves of those who did not
wait for death to greet them. Rather, they chose to
meet death. They took their lives in the palm of their
hand and sacrificed it for a great cause. This is the
section of the cemetery that concerns us. Next to one
of those black and white stones in this section, you see
a woman whose face doesn’t look Iranian even from
a distance. When you move closer, you can see her

almond eyes and East Asian facial features. If you look
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at the gravestone she is sitting next to and weeping
over, not only will you realize what her name is, but
you will also understand why she is sitting there. She
is Koniko Yamamura, the mother of the only Japanese
martyr in Iran. She’s sitting there to pray and recite
verses from the Qur’an for someone who is from her
own flesh and blood, for her 19-year-old son, Martyr
Mohammad Babaei.

This woman, just like many people around the world,
was living in a country far away, very far away from
Iran’s borders. She didn’t know how to speak Farsi,
nor did she know anything about Islam. She never
imagined in her wildest dreams that one day she’d be
setting foot in a country where the customs, religion,
and clothing of its people were completely different
from that of her country. However, a fate full of ups
and downs was awaiting her. Her fate was not like
one of the songs that Japanese mothers sing to their
daughters under the shade of cherry blossoms. Nor
was it like the lullabies that Iranian mothers sing to
their children before they go to sleep. Perhaps it was
a combination of the two.

Koniko Yamamura has described her fate as follows, “I
loved my name, my family, my homeland, and even my
Japanese birth certificate, which had an ‘x’ stamped on
its last page one day. This was a sign that symbolized
death or leaving your homeland. Little did | know that
destiny would take me away from the city of Ashiya,
which was in one of the districts of Kobe, in Japan’s
Hyogo Province, to an unknown land, where | would
find a new name and identity. And | would end up
with another identification certificate.”

In this article, we plan to take a look at this story
about the Orient. In order to broaden our perspective
so that we can see both Koniko Yamamura and Saba

Babaei (whom we will meet a little later), we must
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with these beliefs. One of the national beliefs of Jap-
anese people is the principle of harakiri. If you watch
Japanese movies, you surely know that harakiri has
been very common among traditional Japanese people
and is an indispensable part of the Samurai lifestyle. In
fact, harakiri, which is a ritual suicide, has been used
at times when a Japanese person’s honor and dignity
have been in danger. That is to say, when words and
swords couldn’t correct something, they would take
recourse in harakiri. Contrary to this custom, Islam
forbids this evil and considers suicide to be a great
sin with severe consequences.

In this book, Koniko narrates that during World War
Il the Americans openly disarmed the Japanese using
chemical bombings. Japanese men were forced to either
become soldiers for the US or to leave the country.
In this situation, the men who could not stand the
silence of being in captivity and who had no other
place to live would resort to harakiri and tear open
their stomachs in a traditional rite. As you know, Islam
and even the Iranian culture do not like us to take such
a way out when we are faced with problems and to

choose suicide to release ourselves.

It is this national-religious background and her strong
spiritthat gave her strength after she converted to Islam.
Koniko, who chose the name Saba (like the Queen of
Saba), encountered a new, powerful culture in Iran
after her marriage. She saw the struggles of the Iranian
people against the Shah and the Pahlavi regime, and
she unconsciously made a comparison between the
two countries. She saw that in addition to the men of
the society who used their chests as shields against
the enemy to defend their families’ honor, women and
children also stepped into the field with everything they

had. She found the answer to her childhood questions

when she, Saba Babaei, sent her third child to the
battlefield and became the only Japanese mother of
a martyr. This is where the influence of culture and
religion could be seen.

Consider if there had been no Japan. And suppose
various occurrences had not taken place, such as
World War Il and the atomic bombing. This fighting
spirit would not have taken shape in this woman. Her
fate would not have taken her to Iran, next to Imam
Khomeini’s Revolution, and she wouldn’t have reached
such a revolutionary, intellectual maturity. If the hand
of fate had not taken her hand and brought her to a
place where the result of her patience and trust could be
seen in her upbringing of a martyr miles away from her
homeland, she wouldn’t have achieved the status that
she reached to in this world and in the hereafter. And
she wouldn’t have become the only Japanese mother
of a martyr. How many people find this opportunity
to record such actions in their record of deeds? Is it
other than this that the blood of a martyr suffices to
bring a generation, and even generations, to a good
ending? As stated by Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), the
Prophet of kindness, “No drop of anything is more
beloved in the view of Allah than the drop of blood

which has been spilled in the way of Allah.”

The book /mmigrant from the Land of the Sun gives
correct, useful information to the reader. Koniko Ya-
mamura’s biography is not a lesson on how to live.
It is a good ending to the coming together of differ-
ent behaviors and norms from two different cultures.
Hamid Hesam, the author, has been able to depict
these differences by designing a social backdrop for
this book. This book had been published by Soor-e
mehr.
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What Was to Happen, Happened

A review of the book /mmigrant from the Land of the Sun by

Zeinab Azad

For many of us, Japan is just a name on the map.
But for Koniko Yamamura, it was her birthplace and
homeland. In her amazing life, she was a woman who
found love in the eyes of a Muslim Iranian, and ev-
erything changed for her.

This was Mr. Babaei’s destiny to go and take the hands
of a Japanese girl who had tolerated many hardships
and bring her to Iran so that she could become a unique
example, the mother of a martyr. This is what you

read in /mmigrant from the Land of the Sun.

Koniko Yamamura, who was from a family with strong
Buddhist ties, suddenly turned to Shi’a Islam. Naturally,
this brought her family’s objections. No matter what
religion or faith you have, when you change from one
religion and turn to another, you will face objections. I,
too, have read narratives of this kind and have heard
a lot about the difficulties of changing one’s religion
and being rejected by one’s family. But what is tangibly
different in /mmijgrant from the Land of the Sun is
Mrs. Yamamura’s total submission to her new religion
and her step-by-step progress in religious teachings.
Being obliged to do something can make doing it easy
or hard. Of course, this depends on many factors. But
in this case, Mr. Babaei imposed no obligations on
her. He explained and taught various worship acts in
the right place and at the right time. Many examples,
however, can be found throughout history in which

inattention to these simple issues has led newly con-

verted Muslims to join deviant sects or even apostasy.
We need to know there is no compulsion in Islam and
nothing can be achieved by force. What Saadi said can
be seen here, that “the wayfarer should move slow-
ly and steadily.” This alone is enough to achieve the
goals of Islam. Koniko, who was a newly converted
Muslim, learned the Islamic practices and details of
the religion slowly and steadily and performed each

of them correctly.

The book /mmigrant from the Land of the Sunis di-
vided into two parts, Japan and Iran. Each of these
requires its own discussion. The part about Japan is
dedicated to describing Koniko Yamamura’s childhood,
adolescence, and youthhood. Perhaps this common
sentence can be used here, “She was born into a reli-
gious family.” This is absolutely true. Her family was a
devout Japanese family. In one part of the book, she
states, “My grandmother, Matsu, was a devout Buddhist
who lived with her first-born son, my father. She was
an eighty-year-old elderly woman whom | loved. She
loved me very much too and did her best to keep me
involved in all actions related to religion and morali-
ty according to the teachings of Buddha.” This is the
method of training used by Japanese people with a

belief in Buddha.

Koniko’s adolescence and youthhood, which coincided

with the Second World War, were spent in accordance
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culture, which is trying to turn women into instruments.
3. Women must convey and make understood the
practical message of Iranian women to the women of
the world regarding the need for women to continue
their education while observing moral standards.

4. Women must answer the false beliefs propagated
by Western culture with regards to hijab, fashion,

and consumerism

5. Women must take an active stance in pursuing
the issues of women, human rights, freedom, and
not be passive.

6. Women must challenge the West with regards
to women's rights and protecting women’s dignity.
7. Women must vigorously stand up to the exploitive
logic of the West that is used to humiliate women.
8. Women must take an assertive stance in con-
fronting international aggressors concerning various
issues, including hijab.

9. Women should demand answers from the West
regarding what they have done on women’s issues.
10. Women need to have a complete, accurate
understanding of Islam's viewpoint on the issue of
women, and they need to correct the false opinions

coming from Western culture in this area.

Mrs. Koniko Yamamura wrote a letter addressing
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution in August 2013.
In this letter, she said she was a drop in the deep
and rising sea of the Islamic Movement. She spoke
of her efforts in the cultural struggle, her giving
her son, Muhammad, who was martyred to join
the caravan of martyrs in the Holy Defense, the
honor she had to participate in university student
field trips, the veterans' caravan of those affected

by chemical weapons, the Rahian-e noor trips (to

visit the areas where the Holy Defense was fought
and many young people were martyred), and to be
a part of the AhlulBayt World Assembly (ABWA). Her
goal in all of these struggles was to prove herself
to be a servant working for the movement of Imam
Khomeini (ra). She then expressed her views, plans,
and hopes for starting the waves of an intellectual
awakening in the world that will continue to the
easternmost edges of the world.

Every reader who reads this letter will come to
believe that this was written by one of the expe-
rienced, cultural figures who worked in the field of
the Islamic Awakening, that her only concern was
the spread of the Islamic Revolution and the genuine
Shi’a culture, and that she saw the only way for
the Islamic awakening to take place was through
cultural struggle on the path of God.

A look at the ups and downs in the life of the late
Koniko Yamamura reveals her presence in many
spheres of Islamic understanding and her struggle
for humanitarian reasons, seeking the right, and
with a concern for promoting and spreading the
luminous culture of the school of Islam and the
teachings of the Holy Qur’an during her life of more
than eight decades. One of her honors includes
the martyrdom of her beloved son while he was
serving at the fronts in the fight of truth against
falsehood. These honors take this martyr's mother
to such a high level that Imam Khamenei said that
showing the various dimensions of the life of this
kind-hearted woman, which was filled with struggle
on the path of God, and the life of her venerable

family brings honor to Islamic families.

May God’s peace, blessings, and mercy

be upon her, her husband, and her martyred son.



wife of a prophet, and not from the family of a
prophet. This woman's spiritual upbringing and
growth raised her to this high level." (Taken from
the Leader’s statements in meeting with members
of the Women's Cultural and Social Council, a gath-
ering of female physicians and the officials of the
Islamic Hijab Congress on the occasion of the birth
of Lady Zahra (pbuh) [Dec. 25, 1991]).

As long as there are the bright, shining lights of Lady
Khadijah Kubra (pbuh), Lady Fatimah Zahra (pbuh),
and Lady Zeinab Kubra (pbuh), neither the old nor
the new "anti-woman" plans will succeed. Thousands
of our women whose role models are the women
who were present in Karbala have not only destroyed
the black lines of obvious oppression, but they have
also brought disgrace and dishonor upon modern
day oppression of women. They have shown that a
woman's divine right to dignity is one of the highest
rights of a woman. But this right has never been
recognized in the so-called modern world. Today
is the time to recognize it. (The Leaders message
to the Congress to Commemorate 7,000 Women

Martyrs of the Country [Mar. 6, 2013])
Section Four:

& Dimensions and manifestations
of Western culturein how they look
at women and women’s dignity

It is well-known that we can understand things by
looking at their opposites. Similarly, the brilliance and
excellence of Islam's viewpoint concerning women
can be understood better when the West's viewpoint,
which despite abundant, ostensible propaganda shows
the intellectual, moral and legal decline of the ma-

terialistic viewpoint of women, is also brought into
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consideration. Imam Khamenei has spoken about
the West’s viewpoint of women, their rights, and
their status in the following ten areas.

1. In the Western worldview, women are second-class
human beings in the West.

2. In the Western worldview, women are treated like
subordinates in the family.

3. In the Western worldview, women are used for
material benefits.

4. In the Western worldview, women are used to
promote the Western lifestyle in fashion, makeup
and consumerism.

5. In the Western worldview, sexual freedom is be-
lieved to be a pillar of the civilization and women
are oppressed in this way.

6. In the Western worldview, women are looked at
as instruments.

7. In the Western worldview, women are abused
physically and mentally.

8. In the Western worldview, the trade and trafficking
of women is common and justified.

9. In the Western worldview, women are humiliated.
10. In the West, slogans are ineffective in establishing

freedom for women and respect for women's rights.
Section Five:

& Women’s extremely important
dutiesin confronting Western culture
The Leader of the Islamic Revolution has listed ten
duties for revolutionary Muslim women in response
to the ten areas discussed above. He expects women
to be active in the following areas.

1. Women’s important, primary duty is to understand
awoman’s status in Islam and defend it.

2. Women must not submit to the lures of Western
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family.

3. Women play the most important role in raising
children.

4. A woman is her husband’s partner and not his
subordinate.

5. Men and women have equal rights, and there is

a balance between them.
Section Two:

& Women’s duties and responsi-
bilities considering their pure role
and dignity

On the other hand, in order for women to come to
such a position, dignity and role, women also have
important duties in addition to the administrators
who oversee the community’s affairs and all those
who play an influential role in political, social and
cultural issues. The most important of duties of
women are as follows.

1. Becoming well acquainted with the Qur'an and
the effects it has on training children and society.
2. Women need to rewrite, retell and revise the way
Islam's opinion is presented with regard to the value
and dignity of women.

3. Clarifying the need to promote women’s spiritual
and moral development and their spiritual self-im-
provement.

4. Lady Fatimah Zahra (pbuh) should be a role mod-
el in Islamic understanding, morals, spirituality and
political-social matters to remove the damages that
have been done.

5. Other people's experiences should be made use
of in a wise, rational manner. An ignorant imitation
of others must be avoided.

6. Women should acquire science and expertise

in various fields, and knowledge, information, and

understanding must be gained.
Section Three:

& Introducing six role models in
Islam

The last part of this section involves paying atten-
tion to the Holy Qur’an and the Islamic teachings
in introducing role models for the Islamic society
in general and for women in particular.

What can be understood from the collection of the
Leader’s statements is that six eminent role models
for women have been introduced. These women are
Lady Khadijah (pbuh), Lady Fatimah Zahra (pbuh),
Lady Zeinab (pbuh), Lady Sakinah (pbuh), and two
examples that have been mentioned in the Qur’an,
Lady Maryam (pbuh) and Lady Asiyah (pbuh).

You can see that when the Almighty God wants to
set an example for the believers from the Qur’an
from throughout the history of prophethood, it is
written, “And Allah sets forth an example to those
who believe the wife of Pharaoh” (Qur’an 66:11).
There were many believers during Prophet Moses’
(pbuh) time. Many people struggled and made sac-
rifices for their faith. But God brings the name of
this example. What is the reason for this? Does the
Almighty God want to show partiality to women? Or
no, is there something else involved? The point is
that this woman had reached a place at the peak of
spiritual movement such that only she can be cited
as an example and no one else. Of course, this was
before Lady Fatimah Zahra (pbuh) and before Lady
Maryam (pbuh).

This was at that time. Pharaoh's wife was not a

prophet, not the daughter of a prophet, not the



Women’s Divine Right to Dignity

According to Imam Khamenei’s

Viewpoint
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() The following is a description of the characteristics and lasting, influential role women play in society

and history. This is being published on the occasion of the release of Imam Khamenei's endorsement of the

book /mmigrant from the Land of the Sun, the biography of Mrs. Koniko Yamamura, the Japanese mother

of a son who was martyred while fighting in the Holy Defense against the war imposed by the Iraqgi Baath

regime, led by Saddam Hussein. From Imam Khamenei’s viewpoint, women’s role in the Islamic worldview

can be summarized in the following several areas.

Section One:
Description of characteristics

& Fromtheviewpointofreligious
understanding and spirituality
Not only is there no difference between men and
women in learning the human sciences and gaining
divine knowledge, but in addition, women are also
pioneers in many spiritual fields. Islam speaks of
women possessing an inherent dignity.

1. Women can reach the highest degree and level
in science, jurisprudence, and philosophy.

2. Women can advance in the areas of spirituality
and getting closer to God, and they can be pio-
neers in human being’s spiritual movement toward
improvement.

3. Islam values a woman’s dignity and her being

a woman.

& Fromapolitical-social viewpoint
Women, like men, have responsibilities in all political

and social fields, and women too have the right to

pledge allegiance.

1. In the Islamic government, women’s right to pledge
allegiance has been established and formalized.

2. There is equality in all political and social fields.
3. Women are also responsible for managing the

Islamic community and helping it to advance.

& From an economic viewpoint
Women’s right to ownership and economic indepen-

dence are clear, established rights in Islam

& In terms of women’s role in
the family

In addition to a woman having the right to choose
whom she wishes to marry, a woman plays a main,
central role in managing the family and raising chil-
dren. While a woman enjoys special rights in the
family, she is also considered to be a partner and
companion to her husband in life. She is not his
subordinate.

1. A woman’s right to choose her husband has been
established and formalized.

2. Women play an effective role in managing the
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The endorsement written by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Khamenei, on the book

Immigrant from the Land of the

% 3‘{ Sun (Mohajer Sarzamin Aftab)

—i«; 3 _'i The memoirs of Koniko Yamamura
i 2 (Saba Babaei), the only Japanese
%’:5 mother whose son was martyred

in Iran.

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

It was truly interesting to read and learn from the adventurous, enthralling story of
this brave woman, which was written with Hamid Hessam’s fluent, articulate style.
I had visited this esteemed woman and her honorable husband many years ago in
their home. My memory of that visit will remain with me forever. | did not know
the greatness of this husband and wife who were filled with faith, truthfulness and
generosity at that time as | do now after reading this book. It was only their dear
martyr who was like a brilliant jewel that had attracted me. May God send His mercy
and blessings upon the deceased and those who are still with us from this family.
May 2022

It would be very significant and influential to make a movie based on Mrs. Babaei’s
life in order to introduce and honor Islamic families and Muslim men. Making such

a movie should not be neglected.
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